
Conclusions 

The character and outlook of the University of the Future will be massively altered by the 
advances in information technology and communications. The University of the Future will still 
be basically the same as configured at the beginning of time- that is a futuristic institution 
dedicated to solving non trivial challenges such as ‘Will it rain today?’ however, the form and 
format of knowledge development and dissemination will change tremendously in the future. For 
example, the classroom of the future will be largely virtual in the sense that the physical setting 
of a 19th Century classroom with the teacher as the main focus will change to an interactive 
session with students focus. 

Hitherto; the mechanics of five major drivers of change of the university sector include 
Access, Funding, Digital technologies, Global mobility and Integration with industry. These 
will change significantly to Digital technologies, Global Mobility and Funding. The dividing 
line between Universities and Industries will be thin and almost imperceptible as industries 
will conduct all research and development activities ‘on campuses. Advanced Personalised 
Learning shall be the order of the day and therefore the need for group/classroom learning 
shall disappear.  

The determination to expand access to university education has created ODL (Open and Distance 
Learning) and Massive Open Online Course (MOOC), replication of physical and virtual 
campuses to provide access to quality in education as well as equity in educational opportunities 
to those who otherwise would have been denied. 

The ‘raison deter’ for Universities as institutions for knowledge generation and applications 
remains but the methodology for knowledge seeking and dissemination would have been greatly 
transformed in terms of speed and quality of outputs. In other words; the rate of additive 
knowledge and applications is now nanoseconds/megabytes. Also the effectiveness of the 
knowledge delivery/pedagogy is beyond imagination. 

The University of the Future will be concerned more with the mystery of creation and how our 
life’s is determined in terms of sustenance as well as the stable interrelationship of galaxies, 
planets and stars. The generation and propagation of fundamental new knowledge to improve our 
welfare and provide a better life should be the primary focus of the University of the Future. It 
will develop knowledge solutions for challenges of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
such as, Security, Poverty, Education, Health, Corruption and Employment. 

The discussions on the University of the Future have been on the global agenda for upwards 
of seven years now (since 2012), and three broad challenges and opportunities have been 
identified as follows: 

i. The roles of technology and on-line education which are testing the entire learning and 
teaching model. 

ii. The evolving roles of research and knowledge creation which are under pressure from 
technology, funding and governance issues, new players in education (ODL, MOOC etc.), 
and other factors, and which may no longer be the prerogatives of the universities to 
incorporate stronger long-term relationships between industries/business and universities. 



iii. The challenge of the values of the university and the social contract it holds with the 
society in a world that is more global, including the relationship with government, which 
will need realignment from the frequent struggle for more funds to partnering for the 
overall development of the society.  

The morphology of the University of the Future will evolve real time and absorb new 
knowledge disruptions such as “Wiki”, “just-in-time”, “millennial” “You Tube” and “My 
Space” which shape The University of the Future. 

The prognosis is that universities will have to change their fundamental morphology in order to 
survive the impending rapidity of digitization, funding crisis and public cynicism towards 
universities. 

It is more likely that some of the pedestrian issues such as training for employment, localized 
research and teaching etc., that Universities are preoccupied with at present will be taken as 
given. Essentially, a substantial time and efforts devoted to these tasks shall be released to pure, 
academic and clean futuristic research. 

Some two decades or so ago – the challenge of several researchers is to conquer ‘Space and 
Time’ but now having succeeded in conquering ‘Space’ – the target is now ‘Time’. The ‘Time’ 
challenge is work-in-progress and opening several opportunities in all aspects of human 
endeavour including, perhaps, how we can live longer and better. 

In the future; each discipline in the University will determine what the grand challenges are in a 
particular period; for example, the determined 14 Grand challenges for the 21st Century in 
Engineering  (National Academy of Engineering 2008) are: 

1. Advance Personalized Learning 
2. Make Solar Energy Economical 
3. Enhance Virtual Reality 
4. Reverse –Engineer the Brain 
5. Engineer Better Medicines 
6. Advance Health Information 
7. Restore and Improve Urban Infrastructure 
8. Secure Cyberspace 
9. Provide Access to Clean Water 
10. Provide Energy from Fusion 
11. Prevent Nuclear Terror 
12. Manage the Nitrogen Cycle 
13. Develop Carbon Sequestration Methods 
14. Engineer the Tools of Scientific Discovery 

Each of the 14 items above would constitute The Curriculum in a multidisciplinary University of 
the Future. 

In terms of the Nigeria University System (NUS) the current pedagogy (teaching methodology) 
must change – students must take teaching positions and participate actively in the learning 
process. There is a need for detailed and insightful investigation to progress our research 



activities and re-awakening of our academic efforts towards fundamental research. The survival 
of the University system depends on the perception of the public on the usefulness of the system 
to provide futuristic views on the comfort/welfare of the citizens. 

The book also focused on Value-Driven Leadership and the Management of Innovations; 
Science, Technology and Innovation as a panacea for national development; Youth and 
Education; the third stream activities of Universities of the Future especially the ‘town and gown’ 
relationships as well as Research Policies, Priorities and challenges to meet the requirements of 
Future Universities etc, etc. 

 


